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 received of it. Other fibre plants received at the time mentioned were
 Agave lurida and Agave americana var. variegata, the latter a
 variegate(] form of the common American A-gave. These latter are of
 little value for fibre as compared with the true Sisal hemp plant.
 Specimens of African bow-string hemp (Sansevieria guiniensis) were
 also received, the fibre of which is of high value.

 A fibre industry has been in existence in Mauritius for some years.
 The experience gained there might be of service in the Bahamas,
 especially in regard to the initial difficulties to be overcome in
 establishing a new industry.

 The market value of this class of fibre, and the permanency of demand
 for it, has been fully investigated at Kew, and in a note on p. 3 of the
 Kew Bulletin for April 1887, there is a summary furnished by Messrs.
 Ide and Christie, which gives the average price per ton for Sisal hemp
 in London for the years 1879-86 inclusive. These are 1879, 271.;
 1880, 271.; 1881, 281.; 1882, 28l.; 1883, 271.; 1884, 211.; 18s5,
 191.; 1886, 211. The highest price paid was 321. 10s. Od. in December
 1879 to February 1880, the lowest price was 171. 15s. Od. in January
 and February 1886. Recently there has been an increased demand for
 white fibres, with a corresponding rise in prices. There were no
 quotations for Sisal hemp in Messrs. Ide and Christie's London Monthly
 Circular for December 15th, 1888. The only remark being " in retail
 supply, and selling at fancy prices." In the United States, Messrs.
 Crocker's Statistics, dated the 1st December, gave the price at 8 to 8,
 cents. per lb. (equal to about 371. to 391. per ton). A rough Agave
 fibre from Bombay (probably prepared by hand) was valued last
 December at 151. to 171. per ton. Mauritius hemp prepared by
 machinery from Furcraea gigantea (known as the green aloe or green
 Agave) was valued: good, 341. to 351. per ton; fair, 331. per ton;
 common, 301, per ton. D. M.]

 LXXXV.-HARDY SPECIES OF EUCALYPTUS.

 It is well known that some species of Eucalyptus are hardy in certain
 districts in this country, but the ordinary Blue Gum, E. Globulus is
 only sparingly so. We have recently received from Mr. F. Abbott,
 Superintendent of the Botanic Gardens at Hobart Town, Tasmania, a
 small quantity of seed of this species collected from trees growing at
 high altitudes and exposed to severe frosts. Seeds were also received
 of E. coccifera from trees which were coated with icicles C a foot long."
 It is probably that plants raised from seed of such hardy forms would be
 likely to bear with impunity the rigours of an English winter. The seed
 received has all been sown and the results will be duly noted later. In
 the meantime the following extract from a letter received from Ar.
 Abbott will be read with interest :

 In the same package I put a little seed of Eucalyptus Globulus from
 Tullochgorum, a part of the Colony where the winters are severe, and
 on that account Ihe plants raised from the seed forwarded are likely to
 withstand an amount of cold that would kill the ordinary form, at all
 events it is so here, as all attempts to introduce the plants into the
 district from the southern parts of the island failed, the cold proving too
 severe. Eventually a few isolated plants of E. Globulus were found
 growing in a sheltered gully some 20 miles from Tullochgorum. These
 were the only plants of the species that have been found growing
 naturally in so cold a climate, and plants raised from these trees were
 planted about Tullochgorum, and grew into large trees, without ever
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 suffering from the severe frosts so prevalent in the district which has always
 killed plants brought from the warmer parts of the island. It would
 therefore be well worth while to give any seedlings you may raise from
 the seed sent a fair trial, with a view of proving whether this particular
 variety is sufficiently hardy to withstand the cold of an English winter.
 It will not be possible to obtain much seed, but any I may get I will
 forward to you, as you will have a better opportunity of testing it. I
 have a little more drying out which will be forwarded as soon as it is
 ready. I send with this a little seed of the hardy E. coccifera which I
 have seen on the top of Mount Wellington completely coated with ice,
 and shielded with icicles a foot or more long hanging from the branches.
 I have no seed of E. verrucosa at present, but will get some as soon as
 possible. This is a very dwarf species, usually under 4 feet, and at
 best is very sparing at producing seed. I have no doubt it will be
 hardy.

 LXXXVI.-YAM BEAN.

 (Pachyrhizus tuberosus, Spreng.)
 With Plate.

 In the Kew Bulletin for January last, p. 17, an account was given of

 the interesting economic plant known as Yam Bean (Pachyrhizus tuberosus, Spreng). It was then mentioned that a figure and descrip-
 tion of the species was in course of preparation for the Icones
 Plantarum; and by permission of the Bentham Trustees this figure
 is now reproduced in the Kew Bulletin. The only previous figures of
 this plant appear in Plumier, Plant. Amer., pl. 220, and in Descourtilz,
 Flore des Antilles (1829), viii., p. 127, pl. 554. As these old works
 are not readily accessible, the present figure will prove of interest
 and afford a means of comparison with P. angulatus, Rich., a figure
 of which will appear later.

 Pachyrhizus tuberosus, Spreng. Syst. Veg. IV., pars. 2, 281.
 Roots tuberous. Stem herbaceous twining 10-20 ft. (Spruce). Leaves
 pinnate, 3-foliolate, long-petioled, stipules linear lanceolate; leaflets
 broadly rhomboid-ovate pointed entire or obscurely sinuate, in young
 specimens sometimes shallowly lobed, terminal leaflet broadly cuneate
 at the base, lateral oblique, stipels subulate. Racemes sub-compound,
 lower branches very short, with flowers in fascicles. Calyx 5-lobed,
 lobes as long as the tube, superior shorter. Corolla white (Trimen).
 Legume 8-12 inches long, 9-10 lines broad, slightly hairy when
 young compressed somewhat bent, with deep transverse depressions
 between the red black or pale spotted seeds.

 The specimens in the Kew Herbarium are all apparently from
 cultivated plants.-Tarapota, Spruce (4936), from Dr. Ernst, Caracas,
 and recently from Dr. Trimen, of the Botanic Garden, Peradeniya,
 Ceylon.

 Professor Oliver states that "1it may be a question how far this
 " plant is specifically distinct from Packyrhizus angulatus, Rich.
 " Mr. Bentham regarded Spruce's specimens from Peru as belonging to
 " this species. I think it may well be a variety originated under cul-
 " tivation, but so marked as to require a distinct name for cultural
 " purposes, and for the present the specific name given by Lamarck
 " may suitably be adopted."

 In a letter dated Caracas, 2nd February, Dr. Ernst supplies the
 following additional information:-

 With respect to Pachyrhizus tuberosus, which I had in cultivation or
 some time, I must say that in our form the flowers are bluish violet, the
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